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Comparative analysis of three sacred totems: water,
tree, and cow in Zoroastrian and Hindu rituals

Masoumeh Rashki *
Researcher at Farhangian University of Tehran

Received: 2025/02/01 | Accepted: 2025/02/04

Abstract

This article examines the sanctity and significance of various totems
in the Hindu and Zoroastrian traditions, focusing on the tree, water,
and cow as key symbols of life, purity, and spirituality. In Hinduism,
trees are regarded as sacred beings and representatives of the gods,
and rituals and festivals involving the veneration and consecration of
trees are common in social culture. The cow, also called "mother™ and
a symbol of abundance, holds a special place in Hindu beliefs and is
regarded as a sacred creature. On the other hand, in Zoroastrianism,
water is highly sacred and presented as a symbol of life and purity,
and any pollution of it is considered undesirable. Zoroastrians also
respect trees as life-giving beings, but place greater emphasis on the
protection of water. Thus, it can be concluded that while both religions
attach high value to these elements, the form of their sanctity and the
associated practices are shaped by the cultural and philosophical
contexts of each tradition. This study shows that the human
relationship with nature in Hindu and Zoroastrian belief systems not
only encompasses a wide range of religious rituals but also reflects the
deep spiritual and social bond between humans and the environment.

Keyword: totem, Zoroastrianism, water, tree, cow, sacred, religious
beliefs, Hindu.
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A study of the differences and commonalities of
Hindu and Iranian marriage rituals

Yalda Zaboly *
Researcher at Farhangian University of Tehran
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Abstract

Marriage ceremonies, as one of the most important social rituals in
many cultures, represent the values, beliefs, and traditions of that
society. India and Iran, two countries with rich history and culture,
have diverse and meaningful marriage ceremonies, each shaped by
cultural, religious, and social factors. The present research aims to
answer the questions of whether there are commonalities in marriage
ceremonies in Iran and some ceremonies in India, what are the roots
and reasons for this similarity, and what are some of the differences in
these ceremonies. In lran, marriage ceremonies are usually
accompanied by special rituals such as Henna Night, the Aqd
ceremony (religious marriage ceremony), and various celebrations,
and are influenced by Islamic and Zoroastrian cultures. In contrast,
India, as a country with multiple religions, includes diverse marriage
ceremonies that originate from Hindu, Islamic, Sikh, and other
traditions. On the other hand, there are many commonalities between
marriage ceremonies in Iran and India, such as the importance of
family formation, customs and traditions related to marriage
ceremonies, gifts, parties, and commemoration of the ceremony, and
the reasons for these commonalities should be found in their ethnic,
racial, territorial, historical, mythological, and religious beliefs. This
research, using an analytical-descriptive method and gathering
information from library and field sources, empirical observations,
numerous articles, as well as anthropological analysis, examines the
role of family, ceremonies, and cultural symbols in these two
countries. The results show that in both cultures, moving beyond
individuality and emphasizing family and society are considered the
main foundations in marriage ceremonies, but there are significant
differences in methods and details.

Keywords: Hinduism, similarities, differences, culture, cultural
commonalities, marriage rituals.
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Mutual effects of culture and new media

Mohammad Amir Rahimi *
Master in Islamic Studies, Higher Education Complex for Language, Literature and
Culturology
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Abstract

Today, the mutual effects of modern culture and media are known as a
complex and complex phenomenon in modern societies. new media
including social networks, blogs, podcasts and online and indirect videos
have a wide impact on the culture and values of communities. these
media can transfer information and ideas with more speed than traditional
media and can lead to rapid changes in attitude and beliefs of people. on
the other hand, culture is the set of knowledge received and the activities
carried out by a person or society that function in different socio -
historical rules or structures that have been the result of a change in
behavior and behavior under special education. furthermore, culture has
the ability to influence new media and can use these media to transfer
their values and ideas. in summary, the interaction between culture and
new media is a two - way process that helps shape the modern society
and needs to be taken into consideration and carefully study the
capabilities and limitations of both parties.

Keywords: culture. new media, mutual effects, social networks.

&
@ 1. E-mail: mohammadamir.rahimil62@gmail.com



Iran's Cultural Links with East Asia: Rereading the
Kushnameh and Shahnameh in Iranian, South Korean,
Chinese, and Japanese Television and Media Programs

Zahra Hajiahmadi *
Drama expert and master's degree in radio editing and production, Ph.D. Student, in media
management, Faculty of Management University of Tehran, Iran

Received: 2025/03/02 | Accepted: 2025/04/06

Abstract

The study examines Iran's cultural links with East Asia (South Korea,
China and Japan) by re -reading Persian epics of Kushanameh and
Shahnameh in the television and media programs of these countries. The
main issue is the identification of the historical and cultural effects of the
Silk Road exchanges on the themes of these epics in the East Asian
media, given the Kusadnameh (Korea) and China, and the shared themes
of the Shahnameh, the Qualitative Research Method with the Content
Analysis approach and the study of the case. Is. The findings show that
the themes of travel, the fight against oppression and heroism in these
works are in line with the Asian narratives. Also, the story of the
historical marriage of the Iranian and Korean prince in the sixth century
AH has been prominent as a cultural bridge. The results show the high
capacity of cultural diplomacy through media cooperation.

Keywords: Kushnameh, Shahnameh, media, East Asia, cultural
diplomacy.
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The role of the Imam's knowledge of languages and
linguistics in proving his Imamate

Vahid Isvand Barati *
Researcher at the Specialized Institute for Hadith Sciences

Sayyid Morteza Al-Khatib *
PhD in Contemporary Muslim Thought, Higher Education Complex for Language,
Literature and Culturology, Researcher at Imam Mobin Research Center

Received: 2024/11/26 | Accepted: 2025/01/30

Abstract

One of the prominent features in Shia narrations about the Imams (peace
be upon them) is their knowledge of languages and their ability to speak
all human languages. This article, using a descriptive-library method and
drawing upon narrative sources and theological texts, examines these
characteristics and their role in proving Imamate. Initially, the hallmarks
of Imamate are explained from a Shia theological perspective, and then,
based on reliable hadiths, the Imams' (peace be upon them) speaking in
all languages is discussed as one of the signs of divinely-inspired
knowledge and their authority. This attribute not only demonstrates the
vastness of the Imams' knowledge but, within the Shia epistemological
system, also serves as evidence of their connection to the source of divine
knowledge and their suitability for the position of Imamate. Furthermore,
this can also indicate the role of the Imams in guiding humanity and
responding to various cultural and social needs, which can be of
particular importance.

Keywords: Speech¢ Divine Authority¢ Non-Imam¢ Multiple Languagest
Criteria of Imamate.
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Women, virtual space, and mental and social health

Muhammad Jum'ah Karimi !
PhD student in Persian language and literature, Higher Education Complex for
Language Literature and Culturology

Received: 2024/11/24 | Accepted: 2025/01/31

Abstract

The virtual space, as a new communication phenomenon, has profound
and multifaceted impacts on women, which can affect their mental and
social well-being. This study examines the challenges and opportunities
that women face in the online space. On one hand, virtual space enables
women to connect with one another, receive social and emotional
support, and share their diverse experiences. On the other hand, societal
pressures to display idealized images, gender-based harassment and
discrimination, and concerns related to privacy can lead to heightened
anxiety, depression, and reduced self-confidence. This study
emphasizes that although virtual space can provide new opportunities
for women's advancement and social growth, it is necessary to offer
increased awareness and education to help them manage the existing
challenges. Ultimately, the goal of this research is to identify innovative
strategies for enhancing the mental and social well-being of women in
the virtual space and ensuring optimal use of this important
environment.

Keywords: Women, virtual space, mental health, society.
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The Evolution of Nowruz in the Context of History
and Culture: An Analysis of Its Roots and Ritual
Transformations

Ali Haji Jafari !
Ph.D. student of Philosophy of Law, Bagher al-Uloom University

Received: 2025/04/14 | Accepted: 2025/04/15

Abstract

Every nation and country possess its own customs, traditions, beliefs,
and festivals, each celebrated with unique rituals. Nowruz, as an ancient
festival and a symbol of renewal, is one of the most significant of these
traditions, deeply rooted in the history and culture of Iran. Recognized
as the beginning of the new year, this festival is celebrated not only in
Iran but also in numerous countries influenced by Persian culture with
great splendor. This article aims to explore the historical and cultural
roots of Nowruz and its ritualistic transformations by analyzing
historical documents and ancient texts. The research methodology is
based on the examination of written sources and documents related to
Nowruz. The findings reveal that Nowruz, as a spring festival, predates
the emergence of Zoroastrianism and is deeply embedded in the culture
of Iranian ethnic groups. Throughout history, this festival has
undergone transformations influenced by cultural and social changes,
including the advent of Islam in Iran, calendar reforms, and the impact
of various ruling powers. Nevertheless, Nowruz has consistently
maintained its position as a symbol of renewal and the connection
between humans and nature within Iranian culture. The rituals
associated with Nowruz, such as lighting fires on the last night of the
year, water-sprinkling, growing sprouts, setting the Haft-Seen table, and
gift-giving, have endowed this festival with a mystical and spiritual
dimension. The results of this study indicate that Nowruz is not merely
a national festival but also a symbol of the cultural and historical
identity of Iranians. Over the centuries, despite political and religious
changes, it has continued to thrive and is now recognized as a global
heritage. Nowruz stands as a testament to the enduring cultural legacy
of Iran, transcending geographical boundaries and serving as a symbol
of peace, friendship, and renewal for people around the world.

Keywords: Nowruz, Nowruz Festival, History, Culture, Nowruz

8 Rituals.
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Examining the types of abbreviation structure in
modern Hebrew language

Farshad Hazrati *
Researcher at Islamic seminay school
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Abstract

Hebrew is one of the ancient languages that is challenging to learn. In
recent years, for various reasons, interest in learning Hebrew has
increased among Persian speakers. However, one of the serious
problems of language learners is facing all kinds of abbreviations in
the Hebrew language, which is not expressed methodically and
logically in the Persian language. In this article, after examining the
types of abbreviations, by presenting a logical classification, it has
been tried to resolve the ambiguity of the types of abbreviations for
learners, especially Persian languages, and to express all the
abbreviations of the Hebrew language in three separate categories in
order to learn and recognize the structure of the abbreviations of the
language. Hebrew is possible. On the other hand, the pronunciation of
all types of abbreviations also has a special complexity, which has
been tried to be facilitated by stating some points, although the issue
of reading and pronunciation has not been addressed in a specialized
way, and this issue does not fit under the title of this article because it
requires phonological preparations. Categorizing the abbreviation
structure into three main categories and expressing its different types
can help learners recognize the words and phrases of abbreviations in
the Hebrew language and promote the growth of learners in this field.

Keywords: Hebrew language, abbreviations in Hebrew, abbreviations,
classification of Hebrew abbreviation types.
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Exploring the cultural-religious similarities of the
Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations

Ruhollah Maheri *
Researcher at Qom Islamic Seminary school

Received: 2025/04/12 | Accepted: 2025/04/15

Abstract

To create intercultural exchange in international relations, it is
necessary to understand the culture and religion of the target society.
One of the important issues in understanding the culture and religion
of a region is the historical beliefs of the people of that region.
Considering the ancient history of the indigenous people of Latin
America and the civilizations existing in that land, understanding the
current culture and customs of the people of Latin America will be
incomplete without understanding their civilizational roots. Among
the civilizations of the American continent, the three civilizations of
the Maya, Inca, and Aztec are larger and better known than the rest.
To understand civilization, one must look at its religious beliefs and
customs. Despite the many similarities and differences between these
three civilizations, in order to find a common and common culture
between all three civilizations, in other words, in Latin America as a
whole, examining the religious-cultural commonalities of these
civilizations takes on a special place. In all three civilizations, with the
belief in the special role of nature in the existential structure of man
and also the management of each natural phenomenon by its own god,
polytheism seems natural. To stay safe from natural disasters and
receive blessings, they had to please the god associated with each
phenomenon and hold a special festival for each god. Considering the
numerous festivals and ceremonies recorded in the aforementioned
civilizations, it seems that the culture of these civilizations was a
collective culture and gathering played a fundamental role in
civilization and its administration .

Keywords: Collective civilization, Maya, Aztec, Inca, Native American
civilizations.
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Contemporary and future civilizational religious and
ritual practices based on religions
in the views of thinkers

Mohammad Sadia Zahid *
PhD student of Contemporary Muslim Thouaht. Hiaher Education Complex for Language,
Literature and Culturology

Received: 2025/03/02 | Accepted: 2025/03/12

Abstract

Rituals and ceremonies can be considered fundamental elements of
any religion, through which individuals seek to connect with the
sacred. Understanding rituals and analyzing their role and function,
especially in individual and collective dimensions, is among the topics
that have attracted the attention of sociologists and anthropologists of
religion. Meanwhile, thinkers of different religions, with their
interpretive approaches and relying on empirical observations, have
offered analyses of rituals that mark a turning point in religious
anthropology. On the one hand, rituals create a space that stabilizes
religious beliefs and strengthens social cohesion, and on the other
hand, they provide conditions for individual transformation and the
experience of sacred moments. The results showed that despite the
rise and fall of various civilizations, religion has always played a
central and influential role in the formation, growth, and flourishing of
civilizations. The analysis of the history of religions and the lives of
divine prophets in the Holy Quran also emphasizes that religion
guides humanity towards the creation of a cohesive, organized society
free from dispersion and chaos, and by offering a transcendent
rationality, it leads humanity on the path to achieving happiness and
prosperity. Therefore, considering the religious roots of civilization,
we realize that in great civilizations, social activities, political,
economic, ethical, intellectual, and philosophical experiences
originate from a religious perspective and orientation. For Islamic
society as well, achieving civilization will rely on returning to and
adhering to Islamic teachings.

Key words: Ritual ceremonies, religious rites, the future of
civilization, religions.
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Semantics of the semantic field of scholars in the Quran
based on the Izutsu method

Shaban Nosrati *
PhD in Imamiyyah Theology, Assistant Prof. University of Quran and Hadith

Mohammad Rakae ?
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Abstract

This study analyzes the semantic fields of "the knowledgeable™ (scholars)
in the Quran using Toshihiko Izutsu’s method. It examines these fields
within four categories: "types of scholars, ranks of scholars, the value of
scholars, and the status of scholars.” Regarding the types of scholars,
God, humans, angels, jinn, animals (such as the dog, honeybee, hoopoe,
and ant), and inanimate objects are identified as possessing knowledge.
The hierarchy of scholars is structured with God as the supreme Knower,
followed by "those firmly rooted in knowledge" (rasikhun fi al-ilm), and
teachers ranking above learners. For ordinary humans (those not firmly
rooted), ranking is based on the value of the scholar, while the ranks of
animals and inanimate objects follow those of humans. The criteria for
the value of scholars are presented through the “intrinsic value of the
scholar, the value of following a scholar, the negative value of non-
knowledge-based beliefs, and the value of the outcomes of knowledge."
Finally, the status of scholars in the Quran is observable across spiritual,
cognitive, emotional-faith, and social dimensions. This analysis provides
a deeper understanding of the role of scholars in society and their
influence on human education and learning.

Keywords: Scholar, Izutsu, semantic field, ranks of scholars, value of
scholars.
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A study of Amir Khusrow Dehlavi's literary
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Abstract

Amir Khusrow Dehlavi was one of the prominent figures of his era
and was thoroughly familiar with both Indian and Iranian cultures.
Following his spiritual master, Nizam al-Awliya, he addressed many
religious, mystical, epistemological, and ethical subjects in his poetry.
He sought to create a positive intellectual foundation for his audience.
Amir Khusrow also strengthened the cultural link between India and
Iran, and the influence of both cultures is visible in his verses.
Therefore, given the importance of the subject and Amir Khusrow’s
significant status, this article, using a descriptive-analytical approach,
examines Amir Khusrow Dehlavi’s literary position and the reflection
of divine attributes and the prophetic visage in his book Matla' al-
Anwar. The study concluded that Amir Khusrow is one of the greatest
Persian-language poets of India and that his poetry has distinct
features and a unique style. He invented a style that later became
known as the Indian style in subsequent years and periods. In Matla'
al-Anwar, Amir Khusrow was able to emulate Nizami’s Makhzan al-
Asrar. The book Matla' al-Anwar is rich in religious, mystical, and
ethical knowledge, and its descriptions of God Almighty and the
Prophet Muhammad hold a special status.

Keywords: Amir Khusrow Dehlavi, Matla' al-Anwar, religious themes,
mystical themes.
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The Editor’s Word

Given the significance of culture and its undeniable place in Islam and
other religions, it can be said that there is an integral and permanent
correlation between the category of religion and culture. In other words, as
religion assumes the responsibility in human civilizational and cultural
domains, culture contributes in having an appropriate and accurate conduct
and manner in material and spiritual environments, and perhaps leads
influentially to human development and progress. On the other hand, lingual
aspects of an ethnicity and nation locates among the most central and
fundamental elements of the culture. Anyone at any level who wants to
connect with other nations and religions, first and foremost is in need of
understanding their language and culture precisely. This issue has been
recognized and emphasized in Islam. It has been mentioned that Islamic
realities and rulings should be clarified to each nation by its own language.
The Holy Quran says, “We haven’t dispatched any messenger but by his
nation’s tongue; in order him to unveil the realities for them.”

Due to such compulsion, the Language, Literature and Cultural Studies
Higher Education Complex (affiliated by Al-Mustafa International
University) considering the importance of focusing on cultural research
through international approach along with studying customs, traditions,
language, literature and culture of nations, and also recognizing impressive
cultural currents in different countries, has initiated a multilingual scholarly
journal called, “Language and Culture of Nations” and seeks to publish
research papers written by this discipline’s scientists and experts. It makes
its endeavor to depict cultural, lingual and interactional status of nations and
cultures in a clear picture.

Finally, executives in charge of this journal invite all domestic and
international prominent scholars from different cultural and academic
centers and backgrounds to submit their scholarly papers to this journal via
http://lcn.journals.miu.ac.ir in order to publicize their academic research
and scholarly opinions and theories to the elites who are addressed by this
magazine.

Suggestions and critics by honorable scholars are highly welcomed.



¢ Orthography and punctuation of the manuscripts should be with adherence to the
latest style of Academy of Persian Language and Literature.

e Manuscripts should be typed in Word, Font B zar/13 and uploaded via the online
submission system of the journal.

e Dear authors note that the submitted manuscript should not contain the author(s)’
name. Full name of the author(s) in order, academic ranking, affiliation, telephone
No., postal address, and email address should be typed in a separate Word file and
uploaded via the online submission system of the journal.

o Abstract (including 200-250 words) should be written in both Persian and English
along with 5-7 keywords. It should contain main elements of the study including
statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research method, and a short
statement of the results.

¢ Journal refuses to accept manuscripts which exceed 20 (A4 size) pages in length
(8000 words).

¢ English equivalent for foreign terms and names as well as archaic words should be
mentioned next to them.

¢ Referential footnotes are placed in the manuscript’s index after conclusion.

e For in-text citation, rather than bringing the references in footnote they should be
mentioned after every direct or indirect quotation as follows: (Motahhari, 1368, Vol.
1:25)/ (Surname, Year of publication, Vol.: Page No.)

o References at the end of the article are sorted alphabetically based on the initial
letter of the authors’ surnames as follows:

Book: Surname, First name. (Year of publication). Title of book in Italics,
Translator/Editor. Ordinal edition Number for Publication. Place of Publication:
Publisher.

Example: Zarrinkoob, Abd ol-Hossein. (1353 SH). The Value of Sufism Heritage
(Arzesh-e Miras-e Sufieh). 2nd ed. Tehran: Amir Kabir.

Journals: Surname, First name. (Year of Publication). “Title of the Article”. Journal
name in Italic. Vol. Issue. pp.

Example: Payandeh, Hossein. (1386 SH). “What is Postmodern Novel?”. Annual
Journal of Literary Research. Vol. 1 Issue 2. pp. 11-47.




Manuscript Preparation Guidelines and Acceptance Conditions

e Biannual Journal of “Language and Culture of Nations” invites all scholars and
researchers in seminaries and universities to submit their research papers through
electronic portal of the journal at: icn.journals.miu.ac.ir with special attention to
the following points.

o Every research article in which scientific and academic requirement are observed
and falls within the subject of the journal in the realm of nations’ language and
culture is reviewed, refereed, and likely published in this journal.

o Submitted articles by the author(s) should contain innovative views and not have
already been published in another journal or conference. Dear author(s) should
submit their translated manuscript along with their main manuscript.

o The editorial board is free to accept or reject, and also revise manuscripts.

e The date priority for manuscripts’ publication is reviewed and confirmed by the
editorial board.

o Author(s) are fully responsible for the accuracy of their manuscript’s content.

e Biannual Journal of “Language and Culture of Nations” reserves exclusive right
for the publication of the articles after giving acceptance to the author(s), and
author(s)are not allowed to publish their manuscripts elsewhere.

o Full body of the manuscript should include abstract, keywords, introduction,

literature review, discussion, analysis, and conclusion.
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