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Abstract

Despite their distinctive features and characteristics, the literary masterpieces of
Iran and the world share a number of common elements. Iran and China, two
ancient and influential civilizations, have maintained cultural and linguistic
interactions since early times, and in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh—regarded as one
of the great world epics—China is mentioned on numerous occasions. Both
cultures possess ancient and mythological figures, heroes, kings, warriors, and
enduring epic traditions. Accordingly, these epics and myths merit comparative
examination and analysis. In this study, a number of prominent Iranian
characters in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and heroic figures from China are
examined and analyzed through a descriptive—analytical and comparative
approach. The findings indicate that the myths of each nation reflect that
nation’s moral values and human beliefs. Persian and Chinese literatures contain
numerous mythological characters who, regardless of prevailing ideological
perspectives, adhere to lofty ethical values on the basis of their shared humanity,
and who function as symbols of greatness and as models for their societies. Just
as major figures in the Shahnameh—such as Rostam, Kaveh the Blacksmith,
and Siyavash—embody this role, Chinese myths likewise present figures such
as Liu Bei, Zhang Fei, and Guan Yu in the story of the “Three Brothers,” along
with their wise minister, who—Ilike Rostam in the Shahnameh—are noble and
ethically driven individuals. Through patriotism, courage and valor, forgiveness
and self-sacrifice, and unity and solidarity, they strive to preserve the
independence and freedom of their people. These figures serve as mythological
symbols of their respective nations and constitute national and cultural models
within their literatures. Respect for and veneration of these characters have been
transmitted across successive generations among Persian- and Chinese-speaking
peoples through the retelling of these myths.

Keywords: Narrative; Myth; Moral Characteristics; Persian Literature; Chinese
Literature; Shahnameh; Sanguo Yanyi (Romance of the Three Kingdoms).
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