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Abstract

The Hymn to Ninkasi is one of the oldest known hymns belonging to
the Sumerian civilization. In fact, it is considered the most ancient
hymn discovered in human history and was chanted collectively by the
people during specific ceremonies. This hymn, found on several clay
tablets inscribed in the Sumerian script, was among the popular songs
of its time. The people of Sumer would sing it together while preparing
special beverages, giving thanks to Ninkasi, one of the goddesses of the
Sumerian pantheon. Ninkasi was a prominent deity in Sumerian culture,
frequently mentioned in their literature and held in high regard by the
people. According to Sumerian belief, her power was associated with
beverages and the methods of their preparation; without her divine
permission, drinks could not be properly made. This paper aims to
present the full text of the Hymn to Ninkasi using transliteration and
begins with a detailed analysis of the morphological aspects of the
vocabulary, their etymology, and connections with similar words in
Semitic languages. It also explores the syntactic functions of these
words in selected parts of the hymn. Based on these linguistic analyses,
an accurate and accessible Persian translation of the entire hymn is
provided. However, it must be noted that the precise meanings of
certain terms such as the names and shapes of containers from that era
remain unclear, and thus, in some instances, exact explanations cannot
yet be offered.

Keywords: Hymn to Ninkasi, Sumerian music, Sumerian language,
translation from Sumerian to Persian, Ninkasi, Sumerian civilization.
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dnin-hur-sag-ga-ke4 mf-zi-de-[es dug4-ga]
dnin-ka-si a-zal-le u-tu-da |x|[xx(x)]
dnin-hur-sag-ga-ke4 mf-zi-de-es dug4-ga
5. urul-zu lal-hur-re2 ki us-sa
bad-gal-bi su mul-ra-an-du7-du7
dnin-ka-si urul-zu lal-bur-re ki2 us-sa
bad-gal-bi su mul-ra-an-du7-du7
a-a-zu dnin-ki en-dnu-dim-mud-el
10. ama-zu dnin-ti nin-abzu-a
dnin-ka-si a-a-zu den-ki en-dnu-dfm-mud-e
ama-zu dnin-ti nin-abzu-a



si nlg-silax1 giBmar-mah-a2 du8-a-zu3
sim-lal-ta ub4-ba bappir2 he-he-a

15. dnin-ka-si si nlg-silaxl gismar-mah-a2 du8-a-zu3
sim-lal-ta ub4-ba bappir2 he-he-a

bappir2 udun-mah-el du8-a-zu
zar-gu-nida-am1 si sa-sa-am2

dnin-ka-si bappir2 udun-mah-e du8-a-zul
20. zar-gu-nida-am si sa-sa-am

munu3 sahar-gar-ra a si-ga-zu

ur-me-me nam1 gam-gam-ma-am
dnin-ka-si munu3 sahar-gar-ra a si-ga-zul
ur-me-me nam gam-gam-ma-am

25. sun dug-a a gar-ra-zul

i-zi zi-zil-dam i-zi ga-ga-dam

dnin-ka-si sun dug-a a gar-ra-zu

i-zi zi-zil-dam i-zi ga-ga-dam

titab gikid-mah-a bara3-ga-zu

30. sa-sed8 AN dab-ba-al

dnin-ka-si titab gikid-mah-a bara3-ga-zu
sa-sed8 AN dab-ba-a

kasdida-gal su-tab-ba gal-la-zu

lal gestin tes-ba sur-ra-a

35. dnin-ka-si kasdida-gal su-tab-bal gal-la-zu
lal gestin tes-b asur-ra-a

[NIG ]

[kasdida dug-se mi-ni-in-x-x]

[dnin-ka-si NIG [X] [ ]

40. kasdida dug-se[m]i-ni-in-[x-X]
dugnig-dur-bur-e gu-nun-di-dam
lahtan-mah-a mi-ni-in-si-sa-am

dnin-ka-si dugnig-dur-bur-e gu-nun-di-dam
lahtan-mah-al mi-ni-in-si-sa-am

45, kas-si-im-duglahtan-nal de-a-zu2
Ididigna dburanun-na sag sl-ga-am1
dnin-ka-si kas-si-im-duglahtan-nal de-a-zu2
Ididigna !dburanun-na sag sl-ga-am1
gigakkul-e gigakkul-e

50. gigakkul-e dug lam-sa-re

gigakkul-e nigur Sag5-Sag5-ge

dug lam-sa-rel nig sa hul-hul-e
dugu-gurl-bal nig e-a me-te-bi
dugsa-gub-be nig kas si-si-ge

55. dugam-am DU.DU-dugl lam-sa-ra-ke4
gibunin-ubur giba-an-du8[x-x]-ke4
dug-sig6 dag-dug-el sa-gi4-a

sa-dingir-za hu-mu-ra-ab-hun-e
igi-gigakkul-am igi-me na-nam

60. sa-gigakkul-am sa-me na-nam

Em sa-zu gur4-gur4-ru ni-bi-a
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ur5-me bi-Sag5 sa-me bi-hul.
sigd-nam-tar-ra a de-zul

65. silim-ma he-gal-e ki us-sa-zul
dnin-ka-si za-da hu-mu-u81-da-an-ti
kas gestin hu-mu-ra-anl-bal-bal-e
gurunx-lal-e gu-nun ha-ra-ni-ib-be
gibunin-ubur-a kas-ku7-ku7-dam
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gurunx-nag-a ul-ti-a-mu-de

75. sa-hul'-la ur6-Sag5-ga-mu-de
sa-ga sa-hul-la gal-la-bi

ur5-sag5b tugpala3-a sa-mu4-ra-mu-de
sa-dinanna ki-bi ba-ab-gi4
sa-ga-sa-an-an-na-ke4 ki-bi ba-ab-gi4
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